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ian Ministers might be in attendance. Thus the Chiefs of Staff were
equently in attendance. Visiting Prime Ministers or their deputies
om the Dominions and representatives of the Government of India
tended from time to time. The Secretariat of the Committee of
nperial Defence was merged in the War Cabinet Secretariat of
hich the military members constituted the staff of the Prime
[inister as Minister of Defence.1
There was no Ministry of Defence and the constitutional respon-
bilities of the three service Ministers remained in those spheres for
hich the Minister of Defence did not accept responsibility. In his
isk of supervision of the work of the Chiefs of Staffs Sub-Coin-
dttee the Prime Minister was assisted by a Defence Committee.
>n the home front the Lord President's Committee was the most
nportant element in the elaborate.structure of Cabinet Committees
ad their attendant official committees. To plan for peace there was
ppointed later in 1943 a Minister of Reconstruction to co-ordinate
le activities of the various departments concerned with civil plan-
ing. Like the Minister of Defence the Minister of Reconstruction
ras a Minister without a department.
1 The Organisation for Joint Planning, 1942, Cmd. 6351.